
SIGIRLROGK EKPLORATIONS.

FAMOUS FORTRESS HAS BEEV ABAN-
DONED OVER, 1,00 YEARS.

Wonderful Frescoes Dlncotcrcd Hid-
den In Inaccessible Pock-el- "

In the Puce of the Rock
Natives Defend It.

Some ery Interesting1 explorations have
been conducted recently by the Asiatic So-
ciety under the Immediate direction of the
government of Ceylon. II. P. Bell,

of archaeology, has been the di-

rector of the expedition, and although his
work has not jet reached completion, the
results already obtained are extremely in-
teresting. The object of research has been
the Rock of Sigiri.

During tho early 'JOs Alexander Mur-
ray, then In the employ of the Cejion
public works, made some very interesting
discoveries of frescoes, painted on theside, roof and back of an
pocket In the race or the rock. He managed
tinder very great difficulties to effect amost perilous ascent and under disadvan-
tageous circumstances obtain copies incm j on of tho fresclcs.

A Denion-Haunl- ed Place.
It was occupied and built In the year 4TD

by King- Kasjapa, the parricide, and there,
for eighteen years he held his court. The
fortifications were mo-s- t remarkable, andthe city scarcely less so. When the king's
murderous tendencies finally led him tocomplete his horrible career by a violent
micJde. It was abandoned and shunned asan accursed, demon-haunte- d place. The su-
perstition is still strong in the native mind.

To unearth the buried city on and around

EXCAVATIONS

.the rock means that one must have heat,
fever, bad water and disease, and a far
worse foe bees, that harass tho explorer
beyond endurance. The excavations on the
summit of Sigiri were completed last jear:
and the dry season of 1S33 will be devoted
to the numerous ruins around Its base.
Among other articles exhumed last year
were several "third-brass- " oboll of the
later Roman empire, probably of Honorius
C3S-42- 3 A. D.). Most interesting; however,
were further drawings in the "pockets,"
In which are the frescoes. Theso consist
of twenty-tw- o half-figu- re portraits all fe-
male five in one "pocket" and seventeen
In the other. Only thirteen of tho latter
were copied by Mr. Murray, who used trac-
ing paper, which adhered to the plaster
and caused the white "frames" visible,
around and even across the portraits.

In his Interim report for 1KJ7, Mr. Bell
says: "The painting dates back to tho fifth
century A. D. The figures are more than
life-siz- e, others smaller than life. They are
painted In colors most vivid red. yellow
and green alone laid upon a thick coating
of specially prepared plaster. All the fig-
ures arc intended to be depicted as moving
In the same direction northwards. Some
of tho queens, princesses or court ladles If
such tho paintings represent are accom-
panied by female servants.

Bnrilvol of the Frescoes.
''Viewed from the ground, the fair ladies,

as distinguished from their duskier hand-
maids, would appear to be unclothed above
the walbt; but a close examination supports
the counter supposition (highly probable on
other grounds) In Iew of tho known pen-
chant for garments shown
by Oriental painter and sculptor aliko in
bjgono days a strange conceit which art
works of ancient India too aptly Illustrate.
That the hand of time and tho ravages of
nlrdn and Insects should have robbed the
frescoes of much of their pristine beauty Is
not surprising-- Rather It Is a matter for
wonder that after the lapse of at least
3.4flO jears anv should have survived and
that with a freshness, all things consid-
ered, simply marvelous."

it may be added that there Is no record
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In the historical works of Co Ion regarding
these frescoes, nor have anv of a similar
i harartcr been met with hitherto in the
Island, while they closely resemble the cavo
p ilutlngs of Ajanta, etc, in Northern In-
dia.

AN EASTSIDE GAME.

Iloir Little School Girls Atnnse Them-
selves In Hester Mrect,

New Turk.
in the tenement district of Hester street

at a late hour last night six little Hebrew
girls, hatlexs and coatks. were plajing a
game that 6cems to bo ieculiar to that dls-trl-

eajs tho New York Evening Post.
Hands were joined, a ring was formed,
and the children danced wildly round and
round as the sang:

When I was a pupil,
A pupil was 1.

When I was a pupil,
A pupil was I.

Y ilh a "Vcs, mum," and a "Ve. sir!"
And a "Please may I go home?"
The ring was broken with the first word

of the last line. Each little girl raised
lirr right hand and snapped her fingers as
Mio ri"d the question In a voice of great
distress. Then the ring was formed again,
and the wild dance repeated as they sang:

When I was a teacher,
A teacher was I, etc.

With a cat. and a -T cat.
And a CAT!

With the beginning of what may be called
the chorus, couples were formed. The chil-
dren faced each other, and. with a great
prclense of scverit. shook their fingers
in each other's facej", and stamped their
feet. Then came the singing of the last
verse, and the last dance.

When I was a principal,
A principal was I. etc.

"With a Will jou be good! and a Will you
"V bo good!

s Be GOOD!
Th laSword was followed by a general

shout of la"2thter. The game broke with
the ohlldn n mJWng believe Jo chastise one
another and RhoutiiJsBe good! Be good!"
until tneir nreatn was 7

Wherever souls are being triTS-s- d rl
ned. in whatever rommofinlace and hom?

wajr. there God is hewing out the pillars
lor ills icmpic i nnnp uroo&s.

BEN FRANKLIN.

George III. Abased Him and Lost the
Colonies Mont Famous Amer-

ican Then Living.
Setator Lodge In Scrlbners.

Chief among these new members was
Benjamin Franklin, the most famous Amer-
ican then living, known throughout Eu-
rope by his scientific discoveries; known
in England besides as the fearless cham-
pion of the colonies; great In science and
statecraft: a statesman and diplomatist; a
man of letters and a popular writer, whose
wit and wisdom were read in roiny ton-
gues; just returned from London, and
the wisest and most influential man in
coLgress. It is worth while to pause a.
moment to look at Franklin, standing
fcrth now as a leader of revolution, for
he was one of the great men of the cen-
tury. He was then in his seventieth jear.
but v igorous and keen as ev er in mind and
body. He could have done more than any
other one man to prevent colonial revolt.
He was eminently conservative and peace-lovin- g,

as well as Iojal to the mother
country. The ministry that would have
listened to him nnd been guided by him.
would have held America, and fastened
it tighter than ever to tho empire, an

of this official. England sent her
solicitor general to vilify and abuse him
in the presence of the privy council and
before the English people. Franklin lis-
tened in silence to the invective then
heaped upon him, and the most powerful
friend to peace, union and conciliation
was lost to England. Now he had tome
back to guide his countrvmen in the dan-
gers that beset them, and to win allies for
them from bevond the sea, in the man
of science, letters and philanthropy we
are apt to lose sight of the bold statesman
aid great diplomatist. We think of that
familiar face with the lino forehead and
the expression of universal benevolence.
But there was another aspect. Look at the
picture of Franklin where tho fur cap Is

ON THB SUMMIT.

pulled down ever his head. The noble
brow Is hlddei. tho pervading air of son.
and gcntlo benevolence has faded, and a
face of strength and power, of vigorous
will and rf an astuteness rarely equaled,
looks out at us and Axes our attention.This e genius, with the sternness
of the Puritan mingling with the skepti-
cism and tolerance of the eighteenth cen-tury philosopher, was not ono to be lightly
reviled and abused.

MONSTERS AMONG THE KITES.

Some of Them Are as Big as Houses
nnd Will Carry

Men.
While science, through the efforts of Wil-

liam A. Eddy, Gilbert T. Wooglom, and
others, has taken the kite and made it
perform wonders at an elevation of about
two miles until it has become a valuable
scientific) instrument, the everjday kite
has not been neglected by the laity. A mon-
ster kite now being built by W. 11. Markle
of South Bethlehem, Pa., is as big as a two-stc- ry

house, it is twenty-fiv- e feet high,
twenty-fou- r fret wide, and triangular Inshape. The sticks are of white p!ni five
and one-ha- lf by two Inches, tapering .o
one and one-ha- lf inches at the extremities.At the angles are two Inch screw ces to
which are attached the canvas sail cor-
ners. Mr. Markle s flown the kite cnly
once, so far. and then It began to cf.rry
him up with it. supporting him stcdily
while he climbed down hand over haid.

Another large kite has been built by Jt E.Ramsey, a cigar manufacturer of Lehinon.
Pa. It is eighteen feet by sixteen fee), nnd
tho top is ornamented with gold stars and
the lower part with red and blue stripes.
When he started it up on a trial trip Itran away with him, and it took six men to
hold It down.

A kite seventeen feet high and twelve
feet wide has been made by A. Andrews,
Arthur and Leon Bunnell, and Wallace
Cook of Tcrryv Hie. Conn. It Is covfred with
fifty-fo- ards of canvas, and wlghs fifty
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pounds, having a tail Ul feet long. It car-
ries 2.1M) feet of line, and one diiy it dr.ig-ge- n

the boj.s. sealed in a light buggj. six
miles down the road.

Fortune Labario of Nvack. N. Y., has
made a folding kilo on the umbrella plan,
offering great resistance nnd perfect sta-
bility. The frame consists of eight ribs.
The tall is a cord with light canvas pock-
ets, in which sand or nobbles am Til.mnl
for ballast.

Another nrce kite Is that of Oeoree
Thomson of Dudly Hill. England. It hasa no irame ot asn, ana is twentv-tw- o feethigh, fourteen feet wide, sixtv-hv- e feet In
rlrcumfcrcncp, and weighs forty pounds.
Its tall is 125 feet long, and it takes four
men to fly It.

SUSPENDED ANIMATION.

Three Days fler Ills Supposed. Death
He Smashed the Glass In

His Coffin.
From tht Montreal W ltess

A strange story comes from Matanc
which has aroused the greatest excitement
In the district, it appears that list Tues-
day week, the cure of tho village, the Itev.
Father Narcls Levesque dit Lafranco,
died of erjslnelas and three dava after-
wards tho body, after the usu U services In
tho village church, was placed In the vaultbelow the sacred edifice. It was thought
that possibly the priest might not lx dead,
but only In a lethargy and. therefore, a
watch was kept In the vault for severaldajs. On Friday lat It was noticed tinttho glass on tho coffin was dimmed withvapor, nnd shortl afterwards the occu-
pant of the coffin, with a. movement of thearm smashed the glass.

Father Lafranco shoued every sign ofsensibility almost immediately and wasquickly removed from his gruesome lied
to the presbytery. At first It was hoped
that the priest would survive, but on Tues-
day last, one week from his attack oflethargy, he passed away. The people In
thO district are Wild With Hrilrtmnt nna
lest there should be a repetition of the
first mistake a double watch has beenplaced on the remains.

The Mystery Cleared.
Frein Ih Detroit free Ttim.

"Well, sir." said the chief nf nnllr In
one of his shrewdt detectives, 'has any
fire succeeded In deciphering that mjstc-r- Spapr jou found on that suspect?"yea; it was a doctor's prescription."
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A LEAYENWORTH HANGING.

HOW ESPOUSAL OF ANTI-SLWER- Y

CAME NEAR COSTING A LIFE.

Miles Moore Held a Prisoner by Pro-Slave- ry

Men In the Old Ware-
house and Then Hanged

From the Ceiling;.

There is one man in Leavenworth who
can tell any number of harrowing tales of
the early border troubles ot Kansas. II.
Miles Moore was one of the first men to
stake a claim in the present city of Leav

after the passing of the Kansas-Nebras-

bill and General Atchison's in-

junction to Missourians to go in and oc-

cupy the good lands of Kansas. .With all
his slaves he came over along with other
Missourians for tho purpose of making
Kansas a slave state. Later he freed his
slaves and became a stanch free state man.
Mr. Moore Jhus early aroused tho hatred
of pro-sla- v cry men who regarded him as
a traitor to their cause. The hatred grew
rather greater than less as timo passed.
When the congressional committee, ap-
pointed by President Pierco to investigate
the returns of an election, were sitting at
Leavenworth. Moore gave the members
valuable assistance. This act was adding
insult to Injury in tho ejes of pro-sla- v erj
people and brought about the climax which
furnishes matter for one of Miles Moore's
thrilling tales.

Investigation of Election Itetnrns.
Early one May morning in 1S00 when the

members of the congressional committee
assembled at their rooms near Delaware
and Second streets they found tacked upon
the door a card bearing this inscription:

"Sirs: With feelings of surprise and dis-
gust we have been watching the unjust
manner in which jou have been conducting
this investigation. Wo wish to inform jou
that jou can no longer sit in this place.
Wo therefore request jou to alter jour
obnoxious course In order to avoid con-
sequences that may otherwise follow.

CAPTAIN HEMP."
(In behalf of tho citizens.)

The committee consisted of William A.
Howard, of Michigan: John Sherman, of
Ohio, and Mr. Oliver, of Platte county.
Mo. These men had come to Kansas to
Investigate the matter of the seat in con-
gress held by General Whitfield and contest-
ed by Governor Reeder. The latter claimed
that tho former had been elected by the
fraudulent means so common in those
dajs, of importing Missourians into Kan-
sas to bwell the vote. In this
investigation Miles Moore, as a late resi-
dent of Missouri, rendered the committee
valuable assistance, and, as the attorncj
for Governor Reeder, who had fled to Law-
rence, finding Leavenworth too hot for him.
had a right to attend the meetings. After
reading the notice Howard and Sherman
put their heads together. Matters had been
getting steadily worse for them since com-
ing to Leavenworth, and prospects now
looked ominous. .Clearly It was Moore's
efforts zealous efforts on the part of a
man bound to stand by the right and ex-
pose evil that was bringing this threatened
troublo upon them. They called Moore to
them.

"You see this notice," Sherman began,
"It means, as jou know, that matters are
getting pretty hot for us for jou, too.
You've been pretty active In this investi-
gation. I don't believe better meet
with us any more."

"D n them!" cried Moore, who was
never a man to be intimidated by so mild
a threat as that contained In tho notice.
"I've undertaken to expose their frauds
and I'll do it."

"But." protested Sheman. making
jourself a mark for their hatred. You're a
dangerous man in their ejes and jou'll be
shot if jou'ro not careful."

Not to Be Intlmidnted.
Moore laughed. For himself, ho had no

fears. He was in tho fight and he would
not withdraw so long as there was fighting
strength In his body. As for the others,
ho offered to withdraw from the committee
if they so desired or feared the conse-
quences of his remaining longer among
them. But the proffer was not accepted.

While the committeemen on this early
spring morning were sitting there In delib-
eration tho noises of a disorderly body of
men In the street outsido grew louder and
louder and one moment later their room
was filled with that sufilanly gang of men
known as the Kickapoo Rangers and the
renegades that followed In their wake.
Shouts expressed their satisfaction at find-
ing there the traitor to tho
cause.

"There ho is." cried the ringleader of
the desperadoes, singling Moore out.
"That's the m m we want. The damned
abolitionist!" The lawless men rallied
round their chief: swore, blustered. Haunted
their weapons in the face of the assembled
committee, and made boas-tin-g declarations
of what they would do with all and every
abolitionist. Bat no one attempted to take
hold of Moore. The man, cool in the pres-
ence of dancer as he alwajs was. stood
there, a revolver in each hand, readj- - to
be discharged upon the first man who ap-
proached. Ho said nothing. It was Sher-
man who protested.

"This committe." he declared to tho com-
mander of the Rangers, "is sitting in regu-
lar session in obedience to the command
of the president of the United States. Moore
is helping the committee to do Itst alloted
work. He is a citizen You
can not take possession of him in such will-
ful defiance of the law."

Illufllnir the Rangers.
"And you try It at jour peril." Moore

added in a voice that had Its effect upon
the crowd. He clicked a pistol In either
hand and continued, "I'm a pretty good
shot mjself ard I don't mind having a trj-a- t

jou if jou're for a fracas. Come
on if jou want to."

The air was blue with oaths. When it
cleared a backward view displaved the
Kickapoo Rangers tiling out or the room.
The committee s.it no more. For Miles
Moore, however, there was no escape rrom
the troubles that were to come Though
he had put one set or ruffians at bay others
still lay in wait for him. On the following
da j-- he sat with his law partner. Marc
Farrott. in thir office about ten doors
removed from the committee rooms discus-
sing with Sherman the condition of affairs
Soon, as on the day before, the tramp of
feet could be heard In the street without.
Moore and Sherman went to the door.
Colonel W. D. Wilkes, of South Carolina,
with a squad of men came marching along.
The men in the doorway attracted his at-
tention. "Halt." was the command: "ejes
front. About face." Then to Moore he
called out: "Tako jour place in the ranks.
You're my prisoner." Parrott had quickly
ioncealPd himself behind a door In the
hopes of escaping notice, but prjlng eves
soon searched him out und he was dragged
Into the street. Moore turned to Sherman.

Can't vou do something for me?" he
asked. The procuring of a writ of hibeas
corpus from Judge I.ecompte was .ill tho
fongre-snia- n could offer. Moore jleldcd to
tho law of might and took his place.

Moore tnilrr Arrest.
The squad marched on down Delaware.

Killing, hanging and drowning were some
of the plans suggested for getting rid of
the abolitionist prisoners. Such methods
as these were common enough In thoe
times. Moore had been in tight places be-

fore and had eaped through the exercie
of his wit. but as to tho outcome of this
he was quite in the dark. At the foot of
Delaware flowed the black waters of the
Missouri. Could thev- - be going there?

At Second street the squad turned south
and marched to Cherokee, when thej- - halt-
ed In front of Russell Major . Waddell'
big warehouse. The doors were opened;
Moore and Parrot pushed roughly inside,
tho doors were closed and barred. Within
prospects for a comfortable sojourn wr
not flittering. The new prison, filled with
the t tores of the government freight con-
tractors, was dirt j" and close. There was
only ono exit, through the s'idint, door,
and escape through th''m wns Impossible
with the crowd outside. Inside flour sacks
werei the onlj-- Heats: flour sacks would be
the only beds If thej- - should bo kept there
over night: and raw bcua and bacon were
the onl procurable fool. Through the
crarks in the door the crowd outside pecked
in and the prisoners within Jooked out upon
the crowd jelling like India.ls on the war-
path. Wilkes hid gone away. The crowd
alternately thickened and th'nned as the
morning passed. In the aftenoon, at one
time, a shout went up from th crowd as
Colonel Wilkes squad apparcd and ad-
vanced to the warehouse. Three raore pris-
oners were pushed inside Robert Riddel,
a merchant of Vallej' Falls; M. F. f'onnaj.
clerk of the Investigating committer, and
George Welbling. mail contractor between
Lawrence and Leavenworth. The scuad
withdrew, taking Parrott with them
of the mob followed the one prisoner op
town. Fart remained to keep the othe-thr- ee

alive to their danger. In about half
an hour Wilkes returned and took outWelbling. whom he found he had arretd
EJ' minaxe. Aiier a nine panej'ing itiudle
and Conway were also released. Moore re-
mained and ail that afternoon nnd night
was the solitary Inmate of the dlngj old
warehouse. The next morning he was tak-
en uptown, given some breakfast, marched
back again and shut up. During the course
of the morning many prisoners were put In
and then released on one pretext or an-
other. Thej- - were mostlj- - lmpie Irishmen,
deckhands fourd upon the levee.

"I fourd them roaming about town. They
could give no good account of themselves.

I arrested them in the name of the law,"
was the lordly Wilkes' explanation.

Prisoner in the Old Warehouse.
Noon of the second day found Moora

again a solitary captive. The afternoon
lengthened Into evening, evening gave way
to the deepening shades of night that
spread over the old warehouse and dark-
ened the hope of Its inmate. He had had
nothing to eat since early in the morning,
jet realized that no immediate change in
his condition could be expected. Upon an
improvised bed of flour sacks he threw him-
self down. He wondered what was in store
for him. but knew he had no reason to ex-
pect kind treatment at the hands of his
captors. He hid fallen into the grasp of
the enemj- - and if he escaped without rj-

it would be through his own ingenu-it- v.

His mind was on the alert.
Night wore on The noises without grew

less and less. Tho crowd had scattered,
leaving a few stragglers behind to give
the alarm at any new developments. The
silence of the air at length relaxed the pris-
oner's strained nerves and soothed his
wearj- - mind. He slept soundlj-- .

At the first gray light of the following
morning Moore got up. Through the cracks
of the door he got a whiff of the fresh
spring air and heard the murmurings of the
awakening world He stood there and wait-
ed for the gathering of the crowd. It soon
began. After awhile a stranger came up;
seemed to be Inquiring what was the mat-
ter. It was Tom Scott, who lived outside
of town. He unbarred the doors of the
warehouse and entered.

"What in the devil are vou doing with
this damned abolitionist!" he cried to the
mob who had followed him in "Wliv don't
jou hang him?" He had touched the right
cord. A mad jell went up Scott tramped
around the room, kicked over the stores
and soon found a coil of new rope done up
In sacking. Ho tore it open, unwound a
length of the rope, pulled his bowie knife
and cut it. "Mv time's come." thought
Mooro and it was the work of but ono
moment to tie his prisoner's hands behind
his back, make a nooe in one end of therope, slip it over his head and throw the
other end up over a joist. At the next theropo was jerked with a force that sent the
unfortunate man up into the air lite a
Hash But tho rope was new. the noose
would not draw, the knot was under the
chin Instead of the left ear. The prisoner
hung, but was not hanged. Down he had
to come. Soap soon remedied the trouble.

"You're a goner this time." exclaimed theringleader. "If jou've anvthing to sav. sa-i- t
quick. I'll give jou just live minutesto talk."

llant'cil to a Joist.
"I saj-- jou're a damned lot of cowardly

rascals." the intrepid prisoner began, but
a sudden jerk of the rope cut him off. A
mass of sparks and leaping flames shot
into his vision. He felt the tightening of
tho noose around his neck. A choking sen-
sation deadened the noise of the mob bo-lo- w

him. His consciousness was gone.
Cut that man down, jou cowardly scoun-

drels," roared Colonel Clarkson, of the citymilitia, as he rushed into the room andwith his own knife cut the rope. Thehanged man was carried out of the ware-house over to Clarkson's store, where DrCatterson tried to restore him.As the red glow of the rising sun shedIts warmth upon the scene, abjstander asked: "Ls ho still alive?" And
f.r.,m. ono of the mol came the answer:Hell, jes."

ANOTHER NEW SCIENCE.

This One Shows Hon- to Tell si Man's
Occupation by the Way

He Eats.
From the Chlop) Inter 0.en.

There is a waiter In a Dearborn street
restaurant who has discovered the science
of leading a man's occupation by his man-
ner of eating. Ho can look into the calmeye of a customer engaged in disarticulat-In- ea ham-and- " and determine with won-
derful accur.icy whether the man is ascissors grinder or a State street merchant.Of course, one must be a close observerto do all this, and it isn't everybody thatis afforded a lunch counter for a Held of
studj-- . Yet if the student will avail him-
self of opportunities while seated at thomahogany board, ho will find that when
tho business man is at the table some habitacquired in the dally pursuance of his pro-
fession will be sure to show itself.

For an instance, the banker may come In
and order wheat cakes. If he does, the
waiter declares, ho will invariably dip hisfinger In the water and run over the cakes
to see if thero Is a. miscount.

The gambler will look around to see If
anv one is watching, and then palm a slice
of bread. If he orders llapjacks he Is sure
to slip them one by one from the bottom
as he rats them. The clothing salesm-i- n

will hold his flapjacks up to the light and
feel the texture: while the keen observer
will notice that the Jeweler, upon ordering
pie. will hold it to his car. shake it and
then listen, after which he will lift off thetop crust with the point of his knife and

the insides.
During an interview tho other day the

waiter stated that he called his new
science "eatistrj-.- "

"I have not mastered mj' science yet."
said he, "and seldom a day passes but
what I learn some new point. Oh. It's agreat study and I think in time It will takeis place along with palmistry and phren-
ology and other kindred sciences."

"Have jou ever made a mistake in judg-
ing a man's occupation?"

"Only once. And that could hardly be
called a mistake. tor--J made no decision as
to the man's business. I confess I was
stumped. The fellow came In and ordered
his dinner. Of course. I gave him a glass
of water. He looked at It with some sur-
prise, and said. "I didn't order that."
"'It costs jou nothing." sajs I. "and jou

don't need to drink it unless ou wish to.'
"He thanked me. and, what do vou think!

He broke his bread into It, and then ate it
with a spoon. I don't know what to make
of It. and for the life of me I couldn't de-

termine what his business was. When ho
was leaving I tapped him on the shoulder
and asked him outright what he did for a
living

" 'WhjV sajs he. 'I'm a milkman.'"

BIG CHUNKS0F GOLD.

Some Famously Large Mnsses of the
Precious Metal 400 Pound

Cbllenn ISuseet.
Fron the Fan Francisco Chronicle.

While the nugget found in the Blue Jay
pocket by the Graves brothers is likely to
Lecome famous for its size and value, it Is
not. as has been stated, the latest one
known In the authentic historj" of mining.
This nugget stands, or rather stood for it
is now being minted for about Jtiinju, but
sajing nothing of the alleged Chilean nug-g- tt

weighing 400 pounds troj. "the "Wel-com-

nugget, of Ballarat. weighing 2.217
ounces lu pennv weights, was sold for i.10.-z-

or nearlj" K2,00o. It is even a question
whether the Graves nugget is the largest
ono ever taken from the soil of California.
According to Hittcll. a nugget was found
at Carson Hill. Calaveras countj--, in No-
vember, 1S5I. which weighed ISa pounds
trov-- . and was worth iV-(t"- Between the
two thero Is no great Issue of values, but
what there is appears to bo in favor of the
earlier siccimen.

The first nugget found in this state, the
ono which Marshall picked up. was worth
but cents, and the next one discovered
hut IS A soldier in Stevenson's regiment
found the first lnrge specimen, a mass of
gold weighing between twentj-- and twentv-liv- e

pounds, while stopping to drink in a
small affluent on tho Mokulumne civer.
This nugget was taken East, where its ex-
hibition toniirmed the stories of California
wealth and added materiallj to the public
excitement there.

In VM the 'Oliver Martin chunk." whirh
was auriferous ore mixed with whitequartz was picked up near Camp Corona,
in Tuolumne countv-- . in a hole which Mai-ti- n

had dug to burv a drowned comrade.
It Jielded J22 2T0 and became the basis of
a great fortune. In lsW. Daniel Hill, a piu-- P

r. round a $14 ufcO nugget in Plumas
countj'. and coming to San Francisco, spent
the proceeds quicklv. K,iQ being squander-
ed in one week's whirl. With his monej- - all
gone, he went to Dutch Flats. Nevada
countv-- , and while washing his hands in a
stream saw ljing on the bottom a nugget
of gold and white quartz similar in size and
shape to a babj's head. This brought $l.!.3i.
ard --ent Daniel Hill through a career of
debauchery to the poorhouse.

The finds in later jears up to the Blue
Jaj- - discoverj- - have not been of a notable
sort. In the fall of 1M. two tramps who
had been put off a Southern Ptclllc freight
train, started to walk to Bakersficld and
found a battered nueget weighing 21G ounces
on the way. In !&' a chunk worth $1,400
was picked up in San Diego countj--. and
there have been two or three discoveries
on the Mojave desert. The majority of the
linds have been accidental.

The Modern Intuition.
"Yes," said the tjpical woman, "I alwajs

go bj-- intuition, and. what's more, it al-
wajs works, too. You may saj-- what vou
choose about logic and reasoning, and other
masculine and therefore sensible methods
of arriving at conclusions, but there's noth-
ing, after all. like Intuition for a guide. It
hits the bull's eje everj- - time, and I guess
J ought to know, for, as I say. it's the onlj-ul- e

of conduct I go bj-.- " "And does it
nover fail?' asked the man to whom all
thteovas addressed. "Do jou mean to

alnajs do Just as jour woman's
intuiti.sn tells jou to. and that jou hnd It
an invariable- - safe guide?" The woman
smiled. t)h. not the intuition itself." she
hastened to eaj-- . "I would never trust to
It alone, of course. I go bj-- contraries. I
look out lor mjs intuition and then do ex-
actly the opposite. But it's the intuitionguiding me Just iie same, for If there
wasn't any Intuitiot how could there beany opposite?"

1

DIPLOMATS OF OTHER LANDS.

THEY II WE SPECIAL TRAIMNG IX
METHODS OF GUILE.

Society Spoils Them ot Always the
Best Representatives ot Their

Countries Come to Wash-
ington.

Robert J. Wjnne. in the New York
Press, says:

Public interest at this timo ls attracted
to the diplomatic colony In Washington,
and people are discussing the personnel of
tho embassies and legations. In tho
club and drawing rooms of the capital, as
well as the places where officials gather,
tho diplomatic corps forms the principal
theme of conversation and comment.
Dupuy DeLome's future ls a subject of
speculation by this time, interest having
abated in tho cause of his retirement
from this field of action and the incidents
attending It. He maj-- go Into retirement
fo' a period, resuming his connection with
the diplomatic service of his country in a
higher position later, or may withdraw
altogether from this branch ot the go em-
inent service and enter cortes.

o Speclul Training.
The custom of foreign countries in deal-

ing with men who represent them abroad
Is different from that which prevails in
the United States. Here, with tha acces-
sion of each new administration, we take,
a man from private or business life, in the
majority of cases absolutely unacquainted
with diplomacj" as tho word is construed
across seas, and place him in tho capitals
of Europe as the representative of this
government. It is an American custom
anJ essentially- - representative of American
ideas. proceed upon the theory that
common sense and good Judgment, fear-
lessness und honestj--, high personal char-
acter and the ability of a man

in affairs of life, form all the necessary
qualifications to represent Uncle Sam in
his plain, matter-of-fa- ct dealings with the
res of the world.

The United States has no policy of In-

trigue, of territorial acquisition, or of
aggression to require the services of men
trained in the wiles of European "diplo-
macj," so often a sjnonjm for ljlng and
disl'onestj-- . Thus we hold that a good
American citizen, worthy of receiving do-

mestic honors at the hands of his country-
men, ls capable; of representing them
abroad. We believe also that all of the
men of thlsdescrlptlon are not found in ona
particular political party, and that a
change of administration can relegate an
ambassador or minister to private life
and install a private citizen ot another
political party In his place without Im-
periling tho w alfare of the republic.

The Method In Europe.
in the principal nations of Europe the

plan of procedure Is different. They take
the jounger scions of noble, influential or
wealthy families and begin to train them
at an early age In a career of "diplomacj-.-"

The understanding is that thej-- shall re-
main In the service for life, during good
behavior, and rise in rank according to
their influence and ability. Naturally, pol-
itics enter into the desirability ot tho

they receive, and changes in
ministrj-- are sometimes followed by
changes in the location of tho diplomats,
but not In their departure from the serv-
ice, as in our countrj. England has the
most stable dlplomntlcservlcc in the world.
Tho posts of ambassadors are filled by
men of signal ability, who often retain
them for jears without disturbance. Tha
most uncertain positions arc those filled
by tho representatives of Oriental and
Soutli American governments and the little
revolutionary dictatorships ot Central
America.

For many years, up to a recent date,
Washington was considered an inferior
diplomatic post. It did not rank in im-
portance with St. Petersburg, Berlin. Lon-
don, Paris or Vienna. Since somo of our
foreign ministers hava been advanced to
tho rank of ambassadors the foreign lega-
tions In Washington have become embas-
sies and the American capital has risen In
the estimation of the diplomats of the
world. For several years tho proposed
change of our legations to embassies was
opposed in congress upon tho grounds that
a sturdj spirit of Americanism should be
above quibbling about a technicality of
that character. The wisdom of tho change,
however, was at last impressed upon the
countrj-- congressmen, who jielded reluct-ta- nt

assent, and it was made.
A Wide Difference.

Under diplomatic usage there ls a wide
difference In tho privileges of ambassadors
and ministers. Sir Julian Paunccfotc, as
the British ambassador, represents the
person of the sovereign. He can call upon
the president of the United States at any
time, without the intermediation of the
secretary of state, and can discuss affairs
in person with the executive. Technically,
It i.; Queen Victoria talking to the presi-
dent, and therefore conference with ona
of less rank than the highest authority in
this countrj would be derogatory to the
sovereign's dignity. A minister of a for-
eign government can only approach tha
president through the secretary of state.
An appointment can be made with the ex-
ecutive bj-- this means. But all official rep-
resentations must bo addressed to the
secrctarj- - or state, and the answer Is sent
to the minister through the sume channel.
"The president ot tho United States di-
rects me to say" is the usual form of
communication to a diplomat below tho
rank of ambassador.

Thus it was that Senor Dupuy DeLome
did not come into personal relations with
the president, but was called upon to an-
swer to Secretary Sherman, although As-
sistant Secretarj-- Day was the actual in-
termediary. The advantage of a personal
interview between the president and in am-
bassador in cases of misunderstanding andconsequent friction Is apparent, and in
instances of crises, where time was an

between the president and in am-
bassador to walk into the White House,
sena his card to the president and see him
Immediately might swaj- - tho destinies of
two nations.

Spoiled by Society.
Tho members of the diplomatic corps are

assiduouslj-- courted in the official society
of the capital. They are invited to all of the
Iubs, nnd invitations to dinners, teas and

balls are showered upon them. They are
not sought so freely in the more exclusive
circles of the old families of the citv. Tho
official society is made up largely of tran-
sient residents here, natives of tho interior
cities who lind an attractive glamour in
the presence of the foreigners, whom thej-regar- d

as representatives of court circles
of Europe. The natural result of the adula-
tion bestowed upon the foreigners is a
feeling of contempt upon their part for the
social complaisance of the Americans.

Dupuj DeLome has never veiled this
feeling, and there Is no doubt it is shared
bv the majoritj-- of his colleagues or the
corps, it i- an rasv- - Btep rrom contempt
tor our socisl cu-to- to scorn for ourgovernment nnd nation, and tire private
correspondence of the diplomatic corps
doubtlessly would show- - more scathing
commentaries and criticisms upon public
men and affairs th in Dupuj- - DeLome's
reference to President McKinlcj-- .

$3,000,000 GONE IN A FLASH.

A Klondike Telegraph Line Which
Was Wrecked by the At-

lantic Cable.
From the Iidos Mail.

Long ago In 1553-6- 4 there was no cable
between Europe and America. Trans-Atlant- ic

news even during the exciting epi-
sodes of the civil war was alwajs about
a tcrtnlght old. Tho attempt to make a
cable connection had ended disastrously,
and in this juncture of affairs was organ-
ized a gigantic enterprise. looking to the
connection of the United States witn Eu-
rope via Klondike and Bering sea. Most
electricians and telegraph experts had
made up their minds that forty miles
which was the distance across the straitrepresented the longest a submarine
cable could be successfully worked.

A companj- - was formed, and what wss
known In those dajs as Russian extension
stocks went off at a premium ot COper cent.
In 1SC3 the line between New Westminister
and the Y'ukon river was survejed, found
to be practicable, and traversed complete-
ly the present Klondike region.

The line was expected to be finished in
I'sTT. Even the tariff for messages was
fixed at Z (125) per message. The receipts
were estimated to jield about JTJ.OOO.CO per
annum. The line was actually construct-.e- d

from New Westminister along the prcrf-e-
route of the Canadian Pacific railway

to Ashcroft. where it was continued north
toward Bering sea to Fort Stager, threeor Tour hundred mllles bejond Quesnclle.
This line is at this present moment In
operation In a portion of tho Cariboocountrj.

Then, in the midst of the whole busi-
ness, after three jears of hard work. came
like a thunderclap the news that the At-l- ai

tic cable was a success. Three million
dclliars had been expended, j-- tho nextday Russian extension stock was notworth the printer's Ink oa Its surface.

he was perfectly sober.
But Nevertheless He Went to Bed

With Uls Fur Cap on
His Head.

In the days when Judge Dixon made his
home in Madison nearly every one drank, Aand It was not unusual for men in high
station to violate to some degree the laws
of sobriety, says the Chicago Times-Heral- d.

Judge Dixon was no exception to the rule.
He drank t& moderation, being careful to
Keep his head clear on most occasions. He
found the habit growing upon him. how-
ever, and resolved upon Its abandonment,
and for a long time he was missed fromhis old haunts. But one night In winter hedropped Into tho St, Nicholas casuallj-- . andwas cordially greeted .by a company of his
friends. Old tales were retold, old memor-
ies called back, and there were frequent li-

bations at the altar of good fellowship.
The judge stajed late, and when he start-e- el

for home his blood was coursing through
his veins with more than Its accustomed
cclerltj--. He was not intoxicated, but felt
jcllj-- . As he wended his way homeward he
realized his condition, and thought of the
pain he would give his estimable wife ir
sho discovered his lapse from the life he
had so recently legun. To save her he re-
solved upon a little deception, something
to which he was not accustomed. He hait
no difflcultj- - in findirg the kejhole nnd
reaching his chamber noiselessly. He was
rejoiced to Hnd his wife apparently asleep.
Ho undressed with care, disposing of each
article of apparel methodicallj-- , as was his
wont. When his head at last rested upon
tha pillow- - he heaved a sigh of relief. Ho
Iclt that he was at last safe. His

was ot short duration, however.
"Luther!" came a low, sweet rolco from

his side.
"Yes. mj dear." he responded, somewhat

startled. "What is it?"
"Have vou not been drinking
The Judge could but would not tell a He.

and in this respect he differed trom the im-
mortal G. Washington, so ho replied: "Just

PYRAMIDS OF THE MOON

a little, mj-- dear; a glass or two with old
friends I had not met for a long time."

"You are perfectlj-- sober, are jou not,
Luther?" came again in the same quiet
voice,

"Never more sober in my life." declared
the judge, gaining confidence.

"Of course," said his wife, "you must be
sober. You put your boots in their proper
place, hung jour coat ana vest on their
customary pegs and carefully folded your
trousers and laid them aside."

"Certainly," said the judge, with an air
of triumph. "Doesn't that prove I am so-
ber?"

"Perhaps so, my dear," tho sweet voice
replied with provoking deliberation, "bat
does a perfectly sober man go to bed with
his fur cap on?"

The Judge was fairly caught, and could
do naught but follow the example of Topsy
and fully "fess" his dereliction. The stoty
is a truthful one, for the judge, who ap-
preciated a joke, even though it might bo
at his own expense, related the. incident
himself.

TRAINED MEN TO MAN THE NAVY

A Suggestion That the Naval Academy
Be Enlarged to Train Crews aa

Well as Their Officers.
"The present naval committee," said a

naval expert to a correspondent of the New
York Sun, "is doing makeshift work. It
will patch up a truce between officers who.
an the ono hand, do not know a throttle-val- ve

from a monkey wrench, and on tho
other, know as little about the difference
between a sextant and a range finder that
is. if exaggeration is allowable by way of
illustration. But to get the ship's crew on
a comfortable basis that was known before
the dajs of steam a radical change Is need-
ed, beginning at the honored naval acad-emj- -.

In fact, more than one change Is
needed there. The first, perhaps, is that
needed to make the training there fit tho
graduates to understand all about the work-
ing or the ships they aro to command. The
captain must be a mechanical engineer, first
ot all, astonishing as that assertion may
seem, or else he cannot get his ship to sea.
Then he must be a navigator to carry her
across the ocean, and he must be a gunner
and a torpedo launcher in order to work his
long range weapons of offense. That he
can ram the enemy Is Implied In his abll-it- j-

to nav agate the ship. The academy
must turn out men to command floating
forts and not frigates. But because of the
conditions that prevail in theso floating
forts because thej-- are. from the stem to
the sternpost. a mass of Intricate machi-
nerysomething more than the training of
officers Is now demanded of the notional
naval school. It cannot be expected that
the change will be made quicklj". but it
must be made, whether or no you will,
some time. The naval academy must fur-
nish enlisted men as well as officers.

"There are very few officers that will
agree with this statement, but every officer
knows the need of Improving the quality of
the enlisted men. I have not tried to elab-
orate a plan for furnishing the ships with
crews of naval academj- - graduates, but I
can Indicate the waj--. It Is a fact not
creditable to this republic that no enlisted
man in the navy can become an officer.
Tho existence of caste In the navy ls an In-

heritance from the daj-- s when press gangs
filled a ship's crew nnd marines with fixed
bajonets were needed to stand between the
quarter-dec- k and the forecastle. To do
awav with this condition of affairs it is nec-
essary onlj-- that the academy bo made free
to nil who would enter It. and that the
graduates go aboard ship, not as officers,
but ns well educated mechanics In short,
as enlisted men.

"It Is easy to see how a bill to increase
the appropriation for the academy would
be opposed on the score of economj- - espe-
cially such an Increase as would givn
enough graduates. In course of time, to
man the entire navy with mechanics. But
there ls one- - answer ready that is conclu
sive. The first business or this government
is the education and enlightenment of the
people. Moreover, if the cadets wero ap-
pointed, as now, bj-- the members of co-
ngressIf earh "member were allowed to
send ten to twentj-- w here he now sends ono
to the school it is not unhkelj- - that the
new measure would find unexpected favor.

"And as for the opposition which tho
present officers might make on the ground
that the rrcsent impassable line of caste
promotes discipline on board ship, it may
be said that no one knows better than they
that education and the breadth of mind
consequent thereon, promote rather than
destroj- - disciplire. Who. indeed, would be
brave enough to saj-- that a ship manned
whollj- - by naval academj- - graduates would
be lacking in discipline? And as for tho
ultimate popularitj-- or this measure among
the people as tor the question as to
whether the requisite number or students
could be round, were all graduates to begin
their sea Hfo as enlisted men. It Is neces-sar- j-

onlv to look at the hosts of disap-
pointed ones who attend these examinations
which are held at the behest of congress-
men who have only one appointment to
give. It is my belief, founded on long ob-
servation, and experience with apprentices
as well as country schoolbojs. that this ono
measure would fill not onlj-- our navy with
crews infinitely superior to anj thing afloat,
but it would give us such a host or trained
men as would serve to prevent war to
prevent aggression bj-- any foreign power
and it would do more than anj-- other meas-
ure to awaken what I nay call a nautical
spirit among the people and so to rehabili-
tate our long neglected merchant marine."

Proof of It.
Fro-- n the Detroit Free Preti.

"You're mj- - first and only love," he de-
clared.

"I can believe jou," ehe answered with
a shiver, for they were sitting at least I
ten feet apart.

Mary has a Billy goat. Its tali Is sort of
bent, and everywhere that Mary goes theIamb !s sure to went. He followed her to
school one day, which made her hot a3fire, ror Marj- - had ridden on her wheel,
and Billy ate the Ure.-- Oil City Blizzard.

OLDER THAN THE PYRAMIDS.

EVIDENCES OF PREHISTORIC CIVIL-

IZATION FOUND I.V MEXICO.

City Whose History Was as Mucb
Mystery When Cortes Landed in

That Country as It Is at
the Present Day.

In Yucatan. Honduras and Old Mexico
there are ruins of a prehistoric civilization
of which the Indians have no authentic
tradition. The Central American explorer.
George Bj-ro- n Gordon, found in the Copaa
valley, in Honduras, large and extensive
ruins of what must have been a city filled
with temples. On the east coast of Yuca-
tan are the ruins of a cltj-- which must
have counted 500.000 population. The ruins
ot an artificial harbor still exist, the mole,
at first supposed to be a coral reef, being
in a fair condition at the present time.
From this it is evident that these people,
whoever thej-- were, were also mariners, but
with whom they traded Is unknown. These
are the celebrated ruins of Toloum.

Near the little city of San Juan
on the line of the Mexican rail-

way- (the English road from Vera Crus
to the City of Mexico), one hour's ride from
tho capital, is the site of an ancient city
whose history was as much a mystery when
Cortex landed In Mexico as It Is v.

In the center of the site of this citv. which
.nust have extended several miles In every
direction, are two pyramids which have
been called the pvramids of th Sun and
Moon. From the railroad their dimensions
do not seem as formidable as they really
are. being in the line of vision with a
mountain near bv called Cerro Gordo.

According to the ery careful measure-
ments of Senor Garcia Cubas. the dimen- -

AND SUN IN JiEXICO.

slons of the larger pyramid, called the pyra-
mid of the Sun. are 216 feet S Inches high,
the base TQ feet by 721 feet. The platform
on the top is 59 feet north and south by
105 feet east and west. The pyramid of
the Moon, from which the accompany Ins
view was taken, ls 131 feet high, with a.
base 511 by 426 feet, and a platform on thai
top 20 feet, square. The only entrance
as yet discovered In either of these great
mounds ls found on the southern face of
the pyramid of the Moon, at a height of 63
feet from the ground. This gives Inlet to
a narrow descending gallery. Interrupted
by a deep square well, the walls of which,
are laid up with carefully squared stone.
The axis of this gallery, according to tho
careful observation of Senor Garcia Cubas.
coincides exactly with the true meridian.
This can not be an accident, and when it
Is remembered that the entrance gallery
of the great pyramid of Egypt presented
the same peculiaritj-- . the only reasonable
Inference to be drawn is thnt these an-
cient people had a practical knowledge of
astronomy. The well has not yet been ex-
plored.

The pyramid ot the Sun has not yet
been entered. To the south of the pj ramid
of tho Sun is a large earthwork known
as the citadel, a square enclosed by a
mound averaging 22 feet thick by thlrtj--tw- o

feet high. In the center of this en-
closed square ls a small pyramid, and upon
the inclosing earthenwork there are tour-te- en

small pyramids disposed at equal In-
tervals. In the neighborhood of the pyra-
mids are great numbers of small mounds.
Isolated and grouped.

The most notable group of.these Is that
which borders the "calle de los muertos"

street of the dead. This curious cause-wa- j,
which ls quite well preserved, and

can be seen In the Illustration, begins near
the citadel, and passing the western face
of the or the Sun. ends at the
southern front of the of the Moon,
where it widens out into a large circle. In
the center of which there ls a tumulus.

Manj of these tumuli have been opened,
disclosing in some cases boxes ot wrought
stone inclosing a skull and ornaments of
obsidian and pottery: In other cases (In the
tumuli along the sides of the street of the
dead) only empty chambers have been
found.

Senor Orozcoy Berra. a gentleman who
has made nn extensive and careful study,
of the archaeological discoveries of Mex-
ico and Central America, after examining
these remains gives the following as tha
conclusions to which he has arrived: They
show a wide divergence from any known
types of the clay masks and pottery found
In what are assumed to be the oldest tombs
and that they are the work of a race older
than either the Toltecs or Acolhuas. ot
which only these monuments now remain.
Who these people were, and In what ago
thej-- lived, ls a matter of pure conjecture,
and we will probably never know exactly
where to place them. They are probably
the remains of a people who passed away
before many others deemed ancient cama
Into existence. Tourists who wish to visit
ancient ruins will find the monuments hers
described sufficiently ancient to meet all
reasonable demands.

WHY PUNTS GR0WUPWARD.

Some Experiments With a, Wheel
Prove Gravitation the

Cause.
The Ingenious experimental methods that

have proved beyond reasonable doubt that
It Is gravitation that causes the upright
growth of plants are thus described, says
tha Literary Digest, in a series, of articles
on botany now being published In the Phar-
maceutical Era. Says that Journal:

"The direction of growth of root and
stem is not a merely accidental one. A.
number of investigators have been at work
to see what is the cause of this diamet-
rically opposed growth In stem and root.
'It has been suggested that the action of
gravitation would take some part in ths
guidance of the roots." This !. in fact,
the apparent tendency of the following ex-
periments:

"Beans have been made to germinate
when placed on the circumference ot an
Iron or wooden wheelsurrounded with moss
so as to maintain the moisture of tha
seeds, and holding little troughs full of
mould open on two sides, the wheel being;
put in motion In a Aertical direction bj-- a
current of water, and made to describe
manj- - revolutions In a minute. Jn conse-
quence of this rotary movement, producing
the particular force known In mechanics
as centrifugal force, the action of gravita-
tion Is. as it were, annihilated, and tha
sprouting seed, removed from Its influence.
Is subjected to centrifugal force only.

"Seo what occurs: The sm-il- l stems
which, in ordinary" circumstances, would
bo directed upward, that is to say. In a
direction opposite to the action of gravi-
tation, now turn themselves In the- - direc-
tion opposite to the direction of the cen-
trifugal force, or toward the center of tha
wheel. The rootlets, which, under ordinary
circumstances, would bury themselves In
the eirth. and in the direction required by
the laws of gravitation. In reality now
point In the direction of the force which,
has taken the place of gravitation.

"This curious experiment, carried out for
the first time bj-- J. A. Knlcht. of England,
has been repeated ami modified In Francaby the ingenious naturalist. Dutrochet,"

A Legend of Southern Justice.
From the FUUburr. Dlrpatcb.

In selecting a Jury In a Southern court a
Iawjer In a murder case asked a hardy
mountaineer:

"Do believe In capital punishment?"
"In 'capital punishment?" "
"Yes."
"Naw. I don't. I'm agin capital wherever
sees It."
"My good man. jou don't understand thequestion. In plain words. If the prisorA'r

here should be found guilty would you ob-
ject to hanging him?"

"Not a bit!" replied the man. "I've hunedozens in my daj--. Tact Is. I hangs enevery time I think they needs It! All X want
la rone."- -


